52                                       METAPHYSICAL BASES

progress is gained through mistakes and their rectification.
Besides, the principles of karma and rebirth suggest that through
a gradual process man will be able to minimize evil.

Gandhiji is, however, concerned not so much with philoso-
phical explanation of evil as with the specific kinds of evil,
political, social and economic. "I know too," he wrote in 1928,
"that I shall never know God if I do not wrestle with and against
evil even at the cost of life itself."86 All through his long public
life his preoccupation had been a relentless war against evil.
In this crusade he did not neglect the milieu. He devised a new
moral strategy. His philosophy deals with the method of regu-
lating, along non-violent lines, group-life in its political,
economic, national and international aspects. But nearest his
heart, in the centre of his consciousness, is the individual. The
first step lies with the individual whose moral regeneration is the
primary concern of Gandhiji's philosophy. He discusses the goal
of human life and the way the individual should live to realize
this goal. These ethical principles are an integral part of
Gandhiji's political philosophy, for a man can become a good
citizen and a true satyagrahi only by disciplining his life accord-
ing to these principles.
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